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PARATY
CULTURE &
BIODIVERSITY

IS BRAZIL'S
PROPOSAL

FOR A MIXED
SITE FOR
INSCRIPTION
ON THE
UNESCO WORLD

HERITAGE LIST.

The mixed site is the preserved tropical
forest surrounding the calm waters of Ilha
Grande Bay. It is the indigenous, Quilombola,
and Caicara communities living in harmony
with the area’s rich biological diversity. It is
the archaeological record of millennia-old
human occupation of this territory. It is the
colonial town that preserves its historic re-
lations and urban dynamics in the centre of
Paraty, in the state of Rio de Janeiro.




PARATY

CULTURE &

BIODIVERSITY IS THE
COEXISTENCE OF LIVING

AND ANCESTRAL CULTURE

IN THIS EXUBERANT NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT.

The nominated property’s area consists of
five components, four of which are con-
servation units: Serra da Bocaina National
Park, Environmental Protection Area of
Cairugu, Ilha Grande State Park, and Praia
do Sul Biological Reserve. The Historic
Centre of Paraty and Morro da Vila Velha
form the fifth component. Together, the
conservation units form a huge belt of na-
tive forest covering almost 150,000 hec-
tares, permeated by historic records of dif-
ferent ages, including the urban area and
marine environment on Ilha Grande Bay.

The Serra da Bocaina mountain range gives
to the region outstanding beauty due to its
rugged relief, with peaks reaching 2,000
meters above sea level and lush forest cov-
er extending from the high plains down to
the seacoast.




PRESENTING
ABOUT 85% OF
WELL-PRESERVED
FOREST COVER,

the mixed site area forms the second larg-
est remnant of the Atlantic Forest biome.
Beyond the size itself, the vegetation’s di-
verse characteristics allow the occurrence
of an incomparable fauna and flora, with
several rare and endemic species.

Paraty Culture and Biodiversity includes
the ancestral relations between humans

and nature, with the first records dating

back 4,000 years. The cultural system in-
cludes archaeological and historic sites,
such as sambaquis (shell middens), farms,
fortifications, the Gold Route, living cul-
tural expressions and urban areas of Para-
ty. The traditional communities and their
ways of life, associated with the recent
history of the region and the protected
areas, resulted in the conservation of the
tropical forest and Paraty’s outstanding
biodiversity. Conservation of the natural
environment contributed in turn to the
maintenance of the traditional communi-
ties in their territories.




THE CULTURAL SYSTEM

IN WHICH LIVING CULTURE

IS MANIFESTED BY THE
TRADITIONAL COMMUNITIES’
WAYS OF LIFE AND THEIR
RELATIONS WITH THE NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT FORMS AN
OUTSTANDING ENSEMBLE.

Within it, Paraty’s historic colonial centre,
with its original urban layout preserved,
and Morro da Vila Velha are located on the
coastal plain and surrounded by high
mountains, magnificently framing the ur-
ban landscape.

The historic extensions pertaining to the
commercial activities in one of Brazil’s
principal trading ports for commodities
and merchandise from the 17th to the 19th
centuries are present on Morro da Vila Vel-
ha, the site of the Defensor Perpétuo Fort
(belonging to component 5), part of the
Gold Route crossing the mountains and
forest (inside the Serra da Bocaina National

Park, in component 1), the historic site of
Paraty-Mirim (in the Environmental Pro-
tection Area of Cairugu, component 4), in
the lands occupied by traditional commu-
nities, old plantations, and sugar cane mills,
the prehistoric and historic archaeological
sites (parts of which in components 3 and 4
in ITha Grande State Park and Praia do Sul
Biological Reserve and component 5, Para-
ty’s historic town center and Morro da Vila
Velha), and the prehistoric lithic tool-mak-
ing sites on Ilha Grande Bay. The building
techniques and materials used in the his-
toric buildings in Paraty are still preserved.
The spirit of Paraty is present in the homes
and town squares, in the traditional dugout
canoes still seen on the beaches, and in the
presence of nature enveloping and inter-

acting with the built environment.

The traditional communities’ ways of life
of remain authentic, with their cultural
references associated with the knowledge,

celebrations, and expressions and the places




where these practices occur. The rela-
tionship between the Caicaras (traditional
coastal fishing communities of mixed Eu-
ropean, African, and indigenous ancestry)
with the sea and artisanal fishing, the Af-
rican-Brazilian culture present in the daily
life of the quilombos (maroon communi-
ties, descendants of African slaves), as well
as the Guarani people and their cosmology,
rituals, and maintenance of the Tupi-Gua-
rani language. In the historic town centre,
the religious celebrations still occur in the
churches and religious orders in festivals
and processions, veritable rites of passage
for the people of Paraty and Ilha Grande
Bay, like the Festival of the Divine Holy
Spirit, which is acknowledged and safe-
guarded as a cultural reference in Brazil’s
immaterial heritage.

THE SITE ALSO HAS A BUFFER
ZONE, WHICH COVERS MORE
THAN 250,000 HECTARES AND
INCLUDES THE MARINE PORTION
OF THE ILHA GRANDE BAY




as well as eight other conservation units:
Tamoios National Ecological Station, Serra do
Mar State Park, Tamoios State Environmen-

tal Protection Area, Aventureiro Sustaina-
ble Development State Reserve, Paraty Bay
Municipal Marine Environmental Protec-
tion Area, Gleba O Saquinho de Itapirapua
Private Reserve of Natural Heritage, Fazen-
da do Tangud Private Reserve of Natural
Heritage, and Pousada Campos da Bocaina
Private Reserve of Natural Heritage. Lo-
cated in the core zone, the Juatinga State
Ecological Reserve completely overlaps the
Environmental Protection Area of Cairugu
(component 4).

IN TOTAL, 13 CONSERVATION
UNITS OF DIFFERENT
CATEGORIES INTEGRATE THE
CORE AND BUFFER ZONES OF
THE NOMINATED PROPERTY.

This is the first mixed site in South America
and the Caribbean that includes traditional
populations of different ethnic origins liv-
ing in one of the largest areas of preserved
tropical forest, with a rich biodiversity and
the Historic Centre of Paraty.




The five components express the unique
values of this interaction between the nat-
ural environment and the cultural system,
bearing testimony to past human presence
in a territory extending from the mountain
range to the coastal plain and sea.

THE LISTED PROPERTY’S
OUTSTANDING UNIVERSAL
VALUE IS EXPRESSED BY THE
FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

(V) An outstanding example of a tradition-

al human settlement, land-use, or sea-use
which is representative of a culture (or-
cultures), or human interaction with the
environment. In the nominated area, the

human presence in interaction with the .
natural environment is attested to by the R .“ "'- v
archaeological sites dating to more than R E TS —

4,000 BP and the permanence of traditional
communities on their lands, maintaining

their ways of life and knowledge. Vestiges Sl : e S o, )

of human occupation over time can be seen

LN

in the trails, shell middens, caves, and un-
derground and submerged structures of the

. . . T
most representative archaeological sites, =

present in the core areas. _ m










The mixed site Paraty Culture and Biodi-
versity includes two Indigenous Lands, two
Quilombos (maroon communities), and
28 Caigara (artisanal fisher) communities,
living in close harmony with nature, arti-
sanal fishing, and sustainable management
of species of the biological diversity. These
communities maintain their ancestral ways
of life, preserving most of their cultural
relations such as rites, festivals, and reli-
gions, whose tangible and intangible ele-
ments contribute to the characterization of
the cultural system and to the relationship
between their ways of life and the natural
environment.

(X) Contains the most important and sig-
nificant natural habitats for the in-situ
conservation of biological diversity. The
site presents a high degree of endemic flora
and fauna species, including rare species in
the Atlantic Forest. There are 36 plant spe-
cies that are classified as rare, 29 of which
are endemic. The area harbours 45% of the
Atlantic Forest avifauna and 34% of the bi-
ome’s anurans (toads and tree frogs).




Rare mammals live in the region, includ-
ing predators, such as the jaguar, and the
muriqui or woolly spider monkey, the
largest non-human primate of the Ameri-
cas. The site is considered a special area for
preservation of the biodiversity in the high
plateaus, mountainside forests, mangroves,
shoals, and the marine environment. The
inscription of this mixed site on the World
Heritage List, with outstanding universal
values for humankind, restates the terri-
tory’s commitment to the preservation of
its cultural and natural values. The nom-
ination also consolidates a commitment to
respect the traditional communities and
their ways of life and knowledge, where
respectful interaction contributes to the
different ecosystems’ preservation. In addi-
tion, it will enable integrated, participatory,
and shared management among public au-

thorities and civil society, including tradi-

tional communities, intending to promote
sustainable development in the region.
Paraty’s first candidacy to the World Her-
itage List occurred in 2009, when it was
enrolled as a cultural landscape to compete
for cultural heritage status.
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At the recommendation of the World Her-
itage Committee, the proposal was revised
and had its scope expanded to include a
broad portion of the natural environment.
Paraty Culture and Biodiversity recognizes
the importance of conservation units and
the historical centre of Paraty and Morro
da Vila Velha as heritage, valuing its cul-
tural, environmental, and tourist poten-
tial. This may be the first mixed site of the
American continent to be nominated for
the outstanding universal value of its bi-
odiversity along with its material and im-

material culture.




THIS TITLE, RECOGNIZED
ALL OVER THE WORLD,
REPRESENTS A GREAT
ACHIEVEMENT FOR BRAZIL.

Paraty Culture and Biodiversity recognizes
the importance of conservation units and
the historical centre of Paraty and Morro
da Vila Velha as heritage, valuing its cul-
tural, environmental, and tourist poten-
tial. This may be the first mixed site of the
American continent to be nominated for
the outstanding universal value of its bi-
odiversity along with its material and im-

material culture.
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- Datasheet -

Federative Republic of Brazil

Jair Messias Bolsonaro | President

Ministry of the Environment

Ricardo Salles | Minister

Secretariat of Biodiversity and Forests

Eduardo Serra Negra Camerini | Secretary
Department of Protected Areas

Ricardo Castelli Vieira | Director

André Luis Lima | General Coordinator

Brazilian Institute of Environment

and Renewable Resources

Eduardo Fortunato Bim | President

Botanical Garden of Rio de Janeiro Research Institute
Sergio Besserman Vianna | President

Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity Conservation
Homero de Giorge Cerqueira | President

Managers of Protected Areas

Mario Douglas Fortini | Serra da Bocaina National Park
Lilian Leticia Mitiko Hangae | Environmental
Protection Area of Cairugu

Luiz Fernando G. Brutto | Tamoios Ecological Station

Government of the State of Rio de Janeiro

Wilson Witzel | Governor

Ana Lucia Santoro | State Secretary for the Environment
Claudio Dutra | President of Rio de Janeiro
Environment Institute

Claudio da Silva Barcellos | Manager of the Ilha

Grande State Park and Praia do Sul Biological Reserve
Ana Carolina Maia | Manager of

the Juatinga Ecological Reserve

Ruan Fernandes Lira | State Secretary

for Culture & Creative Economy

Marcos Antdnio Monteiro Nogueira | General Director
of Rio de Janeiro Institute for Cultural Heritage

Ministry of Citizenship

Osmar Terra | Minister

Secretary of Culture

Henrique Pires | Secretary

National Institute of Historic and Artistic Heritage
Kétia Bogéa | President

Department of Cooperation and Fomentation
Marcelo Brito | Director

General Coordinator for International Cooperation
Raul Fontoura | Substitute General-Coordinator
Division of International Recognition of Assets
Candice Ballester | Chief of Division
Superintendence in Rio de Janeiro

Monica da Costa | Substitute Superintendent
Technical Coordinator in Rio de Janeiro

Cynthia Tarrise | Coordinator

Paraty City Hall

Carlos José Gama Miranda | Mayor

Luciano Vidal | Vice Mayor

Cristina Maseda | Secretary of Culture

José Sérgio Barros | Assistant Secretary of Culture
Fabricio Soares | Secretary of Environment

Monica Nemer | Assistant Secretary of Environment

Angra dos Reis City Hall

Fernando Anténio Ceciliano Jordio | Mayor

Jesi Batista dos Santos | Vice Mayor

Jodo Carlos Rabello | Secretary of Economic Development
Mario Sérgio G. Reis | Secretary of Environment



Communication

Cristina Maseda | Direction

Talitha Monfort Pires | Direction
Candice Ballester | General Advisory
Tatiane Cardoso | Communication Advisory
Rosana Gongalves | Production
Patricia Gibrail | Art Coordination
Marcus Prado | Photography, Design,
Direction & Camera

Fabio Martins | Direction & Camera
Anna Santos | Camera

Mariana Vergara | Photography
Daniel Gouvea | Subaquatic Images
Diego Moreira dos Santos | Drone
Jodo Carlos dos Reis Janior | Drone
Antonio Garcia Couto | Drone
Mathias Capovilla | Soundtrack
Herbert Gondo | Final Cut
Flutuarium C.A. | Institutional

Film Production

Kilombo Produgdes | Institutional Film

Production

Graphic Design

Christopher Peterson | Translation
Luy Albino | Editorial Design

& Bookbinding

Marcos Mello | Letterpress Printer

Patricia Passos | Graphic Design Producer

Consulting
Sandrine Ghys | Paraty City Hall
Maria Brasilicia Dall’anese | Angra dos Reis City Hall

Institutional Support

Roberto Marinho Foundation

House of Culture of Paraty

Brazilian Institute of Museums

Sacred Art Museum of Paraty

Morro do Forte Museum

Historical and Artistic Institute of Paraty
Traditional Communities Forum
Observatory of Sustainable and Healthy
Territories of Bocaina

ITha Grande Working Group

Nossa Senhora dos Remédios Parish of Paraty

Sesc Paraty

Partnerships
Fedrigoni Brasil | Special Papers
Letterpress Brasil | Craft Print

Moinho Brasil | Craft Papers










2 = % : e
ol y

& Al













Watch the video Paraty Culture and Biodiversity
YouTube Channel: Paraty Cultura e Biodiversidade

Papers Markatto Originale Crema, Splendorgel and Clear Plus.
Typeset in Adriane Text. Design by Marcus Prado and Luy Albino.

Printed in Brazil in 2019
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